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Abstract
The aim of this study was to comprehensively identify and explain the cultural dimensions influencing curriculum design in

multi-ethnic societies through a qualitative review approach. This study employed a qualitative design using a narrative
systematic review method. Data were collected through a structured review of scholarly literature on multicultural education,
curriculum studies, and cultural research. Fifteen peer-reviewed articles were purposively selected based on predefined
inclusion criteria, and data collection continued until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were analyzed using
qualitative content analysis with inductive coding in three stages (open, axial, and selective) supported by NVivo 14
software. The credibility of findings was enhanced through continuous comparison and repeated review of the data. The
analysis revealed four major themes: cultural and ethnic identity, educational justice and cultural equity, intercultural
interactions in teaching—learning processes, and the structure and content of multicultural curriculum. The results indicated
that identity representation, content localization, multilingual education, teachers’ cultural competence, intercultural
dialogue, and culturally responsive assessment are essential components of effective curriculum design in diverse societies.
Culturally responsive curriculum functions as a strategic mechanism for achieving educational equity, strengthening social
cohesion, and promoting meaningful learning in multi-ethnic societies, and its redesign requires simultaneous attention to
identity, interactional, and structural dimensions of education.

Keywords: Curriculum, Multi-Ethnic Societies, Multicultural Education, Cultural Identity, Educational Equity,

Intercultural Interaction
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