1F o0 Jlo eIl 0 slodh ¢pgw 0399 pgw 03138 38 (v sl (i j90T g Cud i 65 'Ol

VEF g AL Ty
VO x5 YY1 K5l b
VO (3555 YF Ll 0

ATY (8 3EHIRLS VPO StV 1l Ll

TI Thunst ML wIN

o oo ®
sl ok 5 4 Glate e ol HLiz) G g aled VPO O MR o C fi

el 45 8 25 50 CC BY-NC 4.0 a1 5 U ollas 33T o w5 &y gomts Al ol L5l

3&33 é‘sw 8‘33‘ wh‘ﬁ@gﬁc 0399 (w9 Muﬁ ési" 39 (_J ,.slb‘;jgssé's\b‘

(B g Glasin | caabll (SL o i posbswl gl
OF0) by (b 5 e (2B
asliy o5l jo ol slo Shs g Slaal
Slgw Elgil ol 2 alawgio 0)93 (ouyo
Oyl iy csodal SI3T o8l s 15 9l ¢ i pale 09,5 (s S0, 4ol (6550 (Gomiils 1 SL o dabols 0,58 40 o lhe sl 5 Cou i ssSanies
Oyl iy e ool Of3T olKzils (i po azly o cusyd (535 4ol g (s lalllas 09,5 Lokl s iy Cyam ¥ A=Y (D F page
Olrl 25 (oDl ST ol (5 5 aly 5 pgle 095 Jsbiwl i ol plige ¥

hosseinphd@iau.ac.ir : Jytas oo s (Saig S ot

ouuS>

5 SEMbl ¢ Jluzms ol slgw 55 Slp preaie (257l Al 5 sy Slgw olal Gulul p Alagie 093 ;5 4ol o8 Sla Sy 5 Slaal (el ol Lagsy Sus
P O3 |y Ghogiy anela ad ploxl (QB5L Ggedae Sl 0,505, b g S0 (55 Sudle S5 5l g 0,1 Buw Sl Gl gl Sgr (o yd aslip Slaal o glail,
5 Mhedun (5 xS diged Sy 4 WS ES Lie isls S5 (08 GlanlyT bl G259 n900590] (22! O 25 5 g (S elidil 9 omy® 4elip o pole 059>
Jol> w205l90 azlas jo (5 ks glsl o 6)5T°)§ llops F g pRails gac Ve Jold 0, VE L asdly jbslodes sbhaslas 5,k 5l osls 5 wias Gl g,k
il gl el (58S ooy b ‘_-,-Llﬂ-d—‘ Jols S 5 sl gemire Judos Jolye olis] o ooy Jdos .08 )5 alowl aazdly _x.,.:‘lj Sl 3w oo axlias 90 g0
Al g gl bouyd el (LS Blaal S (genre 0D e Gsewre ) & g Lol (geie du gl Sl 4 laools Ll ol g IS 5 LS (s pdyolezel
Vgts 9,5 5 0s5 ooyl Jalos allgs 5 418, 51,3 Lol s JUE 51 agly sl oS ol i 5 ctls wSh (gl 5 oMbl o Jlimss Slgms (lojed danogs 3
el ST (555 5 (iles il slal Gl 5 ol elgl ploe (LS 5 6Kl 09,5 Bl Slgie sla S pgd (yemde S 9 |, ML
sl (ggazme j0 . oils SOV paallalole 5,50l 5 5,00 ¢ ijanl Cllae BT (Guig i Gomw 4 55 itz p Bloal eloizl 5 o) Glo Sy o Hyemde
$Seuigs Slgs Lozl bl alasigie 650 (e yo dslip Blasl Cgllas (5o .05 ls (slad ) les g 0auiSmn )0 (samaiz Suale jemeslgas s )d sl Blanl aS ols Ll
x5k sl 1y Gl il Wisty 4 col Sioanyl g Jlaecdlos g Kol itz LSy (Sl g5 & &5 > 5 5 il 5 sl iz slags IS B 5l e p3ke

il olel Jigzmss g Sl clalao b (golisil dgzlyo 5 celoz] Vgt o8 )lie «paions

9y (sl y Slgms ¢ Sledbl Bl ¢ JLin s Slgas il Slgus cabangin 0,98 (cw)d Aol yy (o> asliyy Blaal 1 guals 5519



http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

. s

‘ing,)#i"aining, and Education in Schools in the Third Millennium, Vol. 3, No. 1, Year 2026

Submit Date: 17 February 2026

Revise Date: 10 April 2026 Ul q g 18

l Accept Date: 13 April 2026

' . Tt B sl (2 Lo
Publish Date: 21 Aprll 2026 AeD ESSCATIIY (9 SLHOALS W
THE Thunst ML s

00 e

© 2026 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the CC BY-NC 4.0 License.

Curriculum Objectives and Their Characteristics in the Secondary School
Curriculum Model Based on UNESCO’s Literacy Frameworks

How to cite: Blbak, F., Baghaei, Authors’ Information:
H., & Talebi, B. (2026).
Curriculum Objectives and Their

Characteristics in the Secondar . . . . . . . .
School Curriculum Model Base?i/ 1. Fatemeh Bibak: Ph.D. Candidate in Curriculum Planning, Department of Educational Sciences, Ta.C., Islamic

on UNESCO’s Literacy | Azad University, Tabriz, Iran

Frameworks. Learning, Training, | 2. Hossein Baghaei*: Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Studies and Curriculum Planning, Mara.C.,
and Education in Schools in the | Islamic Azad University, Marand, Iran

Third Millennium, 3(1), 1-21. 3. Behnam Talebi: Assistant Professor, Department of Educational Studies and Curriculum Planning, Ta.C., Islamic
Azad University, Tabriz, Iran

Corresponding author’s email: hosseinphd@iau.ac.ir

Abstract
This study aimed to explain the objectives and characteristics of a secondary school curriculum model based on UNESCO’s literacy
dimensions and to develop a coherent framework for integrating basic, digital, information, and media literacy into curriculum objectives.
This applied qualitative study employed a reflective thematic analysis approach. The research population comprised academic experts in
educational sciences, curriculum studies, and educational psychology, together with executive experts from the Department of Education
in West Azerbaijan Province. Participants were selected through purposive and theoretical sampling. Data were collected through semi-
structured interviews with 14 experts, including 10 academic and 4 executive participants. Theoretical saturation was achieved at the
twelfth interview, followed by two additional interviews for confirmation. Data were analyzed according to Braun and Clarke’s thematic
analysis procedure, including familiarization with the data, initial coding, theme generation, review, definition, and organization.
Trustworthiness was enhanced through member checking, external expert review, independent coding, triangulation, and the credibility,
transferability, dependability, and confirmability criteria proposed by Guba and Lincoln. The analysis generated three overarching themes
and nine subthemes. The first theme, cognitive curriculum objectives, emphasized strengthening basic literacy while simultaneously
developing digital, information, and media literacy, indicating that curriculum objectives should extend beyond knowledge transmission
to cultivate learners’ capacities for critical analysis, evaluation, production, and responsible use of information. The second theme, content-
related characteristics of objectives, highlighted comprehensiveness and integration across literacy domains and the incorporation of
cognitive, skill-based, and attitudinal dimensions. The third theme, educational and social characteristics, emphasized informed
citizenship, educational equity, future orientation, and lifelong learning. Collectively, the findings revealed that literacy-oriented
curriculum objectives possess a multidimensional, interconnected, and interdisciplinary structure. A secondary school curriculum aligned
with UNESCO?’s literacy framework requires a shift from fragmented and knowledge-centered objectives toward integrated, competency-
based, equity-oriented, and future-focused objectives that prepare students for lifelong learning, responsible social participation, and
critical engagement with contemporary digital and information environments.

Keywords: Curriculum Objectives, Secondary School Curriculum, Basic Literacy, Digital Literacy, Information Literacy, Media
Literacy, UNESCO
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

The rapid social, technological, cultural, and communicational transformations of recent decades have substantially changed the
meaning of literacy and, consequently, the expectations placed on contemporary school curricula. Literacy can no longer be
understood merely as the ability to read, write, and perform basic calculations. Rather, it increasingly encompasses a
multidimensional set of cognitive, digital, informational, media-related, ethical, and social competencies that enable individuals
to access, interpret, evaluate, create, and responsibly use information in diverse contexts. UNESCO’s evolving approach to
literacy similarly reflects a transition from a narrow technical understanding toward a broader conception linked to participation,
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empowerment, lifelong learning, and active engagement in social and cultural life (Gontijo, 2024). This conceptual expansion
has direct implications for secondary education because curriculum objectives determine not only what students are expected to
know, but also what competencies, dispositions, and forms of participation they should develop. Evidence from literacy research
in Iran likewise suggests that the conceptual structure of literacy has increasingly moved toward digital, information, and media
dimensions, although the integration of these newer forms of literacy into educational structures remains incomplete (Rahimi
et al., 2025). Within this context, basic literacy continues to function as the foundation for more advanced forms of learning.
A systematic review has shown that literacy competencies developed in earlier stages of schooling significantly shape students’
educational trajectories in secondary education (Keogh & MecGillicuddy, 2025). However, contemporary curriculum
design requires basic literacy to be connected with analytical reading, reasoned writing, real-world problem solving, and the
ability to apply knowledge meaningfully rather than mechanically.

Digital literacy constitutes another central dimension of contemporary literacy-oriented education. Systematic evidence indicates
that digital literacy in school education includes technical, cognitive, critical, communicative, and ethical components and
therefore cannot be reduced to the operational use of technological devices (Radicuks et al., 2025). Successful
implementation also depends on teacher readiness, curricular coherence, appropriate infrastructure, and clear educational
objectives (Aliyyah et al., 2026). Comparative research on national curriculum standards has shown that although digital
literacy is increasingly represented in educational documents, its components are not always coherently connected (Roh et al.,
2025). At the learner level, digital literacy has been associated with stronger knowledge sharing and academic performance in
online environments (Salimi et al., 2025), greater innovation capability (Zhou et al., 2025), and improved awareness
regarding privacy and responsible digital behavior (Azizi et al., 2024). Moreover, digital literacy contributes to collaborative
forms of teaching and learning and can support more participatory educational practices (Wider et al., 2026). These findings
underscore the need for curriculum objectives that move beyond instrumental technology use and instead develop students’
ability to interpret digital environments, critically evaluate information, produce responsible content, and act ethically in
technology-mediated settings.

Information and media literacy are equally important for secondary school students who are increasingly exposed to complex
information environments and diverse media messages. Information literacy enables learners to identify information needs,
search strategically, assess source credibility, synthesize evidence, and use information ethically. Meta-analytic evidence indicates
a positive relationship between information literacy and academic performance (Ashiq et al., 2026), while other studies
emphasize its role in creativity and lifelong learning (Asif & Naveed, 2026). In the Iranian educational context, information
literacy training has been associated with improvements in critical thinking, computer self-efficacy, and motivational beliefs
(Dehghan Manshadi & Mahdian, 2025). Its broader educational importance is also reflected in research showing that
information literacy can mediate the relationship between professional development and organizational learning capacity among
teachers (Ghanbari et al., 2025). Media literacy similarly requires the ability to analyze messages critically, identify bias and
persuasive intent, understand media influence, and produce messages consciously. A systematic review and meta-analysis has
shown that media literacy education can reduce adolescents’ vulnerability to misinformation on social media (Rodriguez
Castillo et al., 2026). Research on curriculum integration also shows that media competence is increasingly present in
educational systems, although its progression across educational levels remains uneven (Rojas-Estrada et al., 2025).
Reviews of media and information literacy among pre-service teachers further reveal continuing gaps in competency and
curricular integration (Chen et al., 2025), while global analyses similarly stress the importance of stronger educational
integration (Syatriana et al., 2025). In Iran, analysis of junior high school textbooks has demonstrated that media literacy is
represented unevenly, with some skill-based and attitudinal dimensions receiving less attention than cognitive components
(Motamedi Mohammadabadi & Asadi, 2024).

The multidimensional nature of literacy also requires curriculum objectives to be designed in an integrated rather than
fragmented manner. Literacy domains overlap in authentic learning situations; for example, evaluating an online media message
requires basic comprehension, digital navigation, information evaluation, and media analysis simultaneously. Accordingly, recent
studies have emphasized the integration of different literacy domains within coherent educational frameworks. Information and
digital literacy have been conceptualized as a bridge between critical thinking and equality-related educational values (Sales et
al., 2026), while the integration of digital literacy with religious literacy illustrates how different forms of literacy can be
combined within culturally responsive curricular structures (Adam, 2026). Critical media literacy has also been shown to
support creativity and active participation in classroom learning (Afrilyasanti et al., 2025), and critical literacy in secondary
education has been linked to students’ ability to question inequities and engage more consciously with social realities (Larson
& Yan, 2026). At the policy level, the inclusion of information, media, and digital literacies as mandatory components of
secondary education in Brazil demonstrates the feasibility of formally institutionalizing multidimensional literacy within national
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curriculum structures (Silva, 2026). Broader approaches to literacy curriculum have similarly emphasized the importance of
connecting literacy objectives with social and economic life skills (Aliasgari et al., 2026). Such integration must also be
equity-oriented, since unequal access to digital technologies and educational opportunities can reproduce existing disparities
(Ahuja, 2023). Future-oriented educational systems therefore require curriculum objectives that are inclusive, adaptive, and
responsive to students’ diverse backgrounds and emerging technological conditions. Future-oriented learning ecosystems and
school leadership models similarly emphasize flexibility and responsiveness to rapid educational change (Sadeghi, 2026). The
emergence of artificial intelligence further reinforces this need, particularly among Generation Z, where Al literacy should be
understood in relation to cultural values and responsible meaning-making rather than as purely technical competence (Talaei
et al., 2026). Accordingly, the present study aimed to identify and explain the objectives and characteristics of a secondary
school curriculum model based on UNESCO’s dimensions of literacy.

Methods and Materials

This study was applied in purpose and qualitative in nature and was conducted using a reflective thematic analysis approach. The
research population consisted of two groups of experts: academic experts in educational sciences, curriculum studies, and
educational psychology from universities in West Azerbaijan Province, and executive experts working in secondary education
within the Department of Education of West Azerbaijan Province. Participants were selected through purposive and theoretical
sampling according to predefined inclusion criteria. The final sample consisted of 14 experts, including 10 academic participants
and 4 executive participants, with an age range of 38 to 58 years; nine were men and five were women. Data collection was
conducted through semi-structured interviews during the autumn and winter of 2025—2026. Theoretical saturation was achieved
in the twelfth interview, and two additional interviews were conducted to confirm saturation and strengthen the interpretation
of the findings. The mean duration of interviews was approximately 44 minutes. The interview protocol was developed
according to the theoretical foundations of curriculum studies, UNESCO-related literacy dimensions, and the central research
question, while sufficient flexibility was maintained to explore emerging concepts. Thematic analysis followed the stages of deep
familiarization with the data, initial coding, searching for themes, reviewing and refining themes, defining and naming themes,
and organizing the final thematic structure. Coding and analysis were conducted manually. To enhance trustworthiness, several
strategies were used, including reflective researcher notes, member checking with seven participants, review by three non-
participant experts, independent coding of 20% of the data by two additional researchers, triangulation of data sources, methods,
and analysts, and documentation of the research process through an audit trail. Independent coding produced a Cohen’s kappa
coefficient of 0.86. Credibility, transferability, dependability, and confirmability were also considered throughout the research
process. Ethical principles, including informed consent, confidentiality, anonymity, and the right to withdraw, were observed.
Findings

Analysis of the interview data resulted in 44 codes, three major themes, and nine subthemes. The first major theme was cognitive
curriculum objectives based on UNESCO literacy dimensions. This theme included four subthemes: strengthening basic literacy,
developing digital literacy, promoting information literacy, and strengthening media literacy. Strengthening basic literacy
involved developing deep reading comprehension, analytical and argumentative writing, the application of mathematics in real
situations, and the use of basic literacy for solving everyday problems. Developing digital literacy involved understanding the
functions of digital tcchnologics, critically analyzing digital information, using digital environments safcly and rcsponsibly, and
producing digital content. Promoting information literacy included purposeful information searching, evaluating the credibility
and quality of information, organizing and integrating information, and using information cthically. Strcngthcning media litcracy
included critical analysis of media messages, identifying media orientations and biases, understanding the role of media in shaping
public opinion, and consciously producing media messages.

The second major theme concerned the content characteristics of literacy-oriented curriculum objectives and included two
subthemes: comprehensiveness and integration. Comprehensiveness referred to simultaneously addressing cognitive, skill-
based, and attitudinal dimensions, avoiding the reduction of literacy to basic technical skills, and emphasizing the holistic
development of learners. Integration referred to connecting basic literacy with newer forms of literacy, creating synergy among
digital, information, and media literacy, designing interdisciplinary objectives, and ensuring internal coherence among
curriculum goals. The third major theme was the educational and social characteristics of curriculum objectives and included
three subthemes: orientation toward informed citizenship, equity-centered curriculum objectives, and future orientation and
lifelong learning. Informed citizenship involved developing social critical thinking, responsibility, conscious participation, and
readiness to engage with social issues. Equity-centered objectives included attention to individual differences, reduction of
educational gaps, equal learning opportunities, and sensitivity to cultural contexts. Future orientation and lifelong learning
encompassed self-directed learning, readiness for continuous learning, cognitive flexibility, and adaptability to rapid social and
technological change. Overall, the findings demonstrated that literacy-oriented curriculum objectives are multidimensional,
interconnected, and educationally oriented rather than fragmented or exclusively knowledge-based.

Discussion and Conclusion
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The findings indicate that a secondary school curriculum based on UNESCO’s literacy dimensions should be conceived as an
integrated system of competencies rather than a collection of isolated instructional objectives. The identification of basic, digital,
information, and media literacy as interconnected cognitive objectives suggests that contemporary secondary education must
move beyond memorization and transmission of subject knowledge. Students should instead be prepared to understand,
evaluate, apply, and generate knowledge in authentic situations. Basic literacy remains foundational, but its role changes from
mechanical mastery of reading, writing, and calculation toward analytical understanding and practical problem solving. Digital
literacy similarly extends beyond technical proficiency and requires critical, ethical, and productive engagement with digital
environments. Information literacy enables students to navigate increasingly complex information landscapes, while media
literacy provides the critical capacities needed to interpret and produce mediated messages responsibly.

The second major finding highlights that the effectiveness of literacy-oriented curriculum objectives depends not only on what
objectives are selected but also on how they are structured. Comprehensive objectives should incorporate knowledge, skills,
attitudes, values, and responsible action simultaneously. Integration is equally important because literacy practices in real life
rarely occur independently. Students typically use several forms of literacy at the same time when evaluating information,
communicating online, solving problems, or participating in social and educational activities. Therefore, curriculum objectives
should be interdisciplinary and should connect literacy competencies across subjects and learning experiences instead of assigning
them to isolated courses.

The educational and social dimensions identified in the study further demonstrate that literacy-oriented curriculum design should
ultimately contribute to the formation of informed, responsible, equitable, and future-ready citizens. Literacy should enable
students to make reasoned decisions, participate consciously in society, understand different viewpoints, and respond critically
to social and media environments. Equity should be embedded in curriculum objectives so that access to literacy development
is not dependent on students’ socioeconomic background, technological access, or cultural context. At the same time, future
orientation requires curricula to develop self-directed learning, cognitive flexibility, and the capacity to continue learning in
environments characterized by rapid technological and social change.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the objectives of a secondary school curriculum based on UNESCO'’s literacy
framework should possess a multidimensional, integrated, competency-based, equity-oriented, and future-focused structure.
Such a curriculum should connect basic, digital, information, and media literacy while simultancously addressing cognitive, skill-
based, attitudinal, educational, and social dimensions. The resulting framework offers a basis for revising secondary school
curriculum objectives so that they better prepare students for lifelong learning, responsible participation, critical engagement
with information and media, and adaptive functioning in contemporary society.
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