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Abstract

This study aimed to design and validate an English language curriculum model based on an artistic image approach for seventh-grade
students in lower secondary education. This applied study employed a descriptive-analytical design and a qualitative—quantitative
approach. In the qualitative phase, research synthesis and document content analysis were used. A systematic search initially identified
135 scientific sources, of which 55 studies were retained for final analysis after applying the inclusion and exclusion criteria. Qualitative
analysis was conducted by integrating the stages proposed by Hord and Roberts and using open and axial coding based on Akker’s
curriculum elements. Two independent evaluators recoded the data, yielding an inter-rater agreement of 83%. In the quantitative phase,
the extracted curriculum model was presented to 10 curriculum-planning specialists, and its content validity was evaluated using the
Content Validity Ratio (CVR). Validation results indicated that the CVVR values for all components exceeded the minimum acceptable
value of 0.56 for a panel of 10 experts. The CVR values were 0.76 for rationale, 0.78 for objectives, 0.73 for content, 0.81 for teaching
and learning strategies, 0.74 for the teacher’s role, 0.70 for materials and resources, 0.72 for grouping, 0.78 for learning environment, 0.74
for time, and 0.81 for assessment methods. The overall mean CVR was 0.74, confirming the content validity of the proposed curriculum
model. The validated model provides a coherent framework for integrating artistic images into seventh-grade English language education.
It emphasizes active and sustainable learning, application of learning to real-life contexts, creativity and critical thinking, interdisciplinary
and multimedia content, performance-based activities, multimodal and interactive instruction, and comprehensive assessment.
Accordingly, the model may provide a practical foundation for curriculum development, instructional content design, teacher guidance,
and the creation of more engaging and meaningful English language learning experiences.

Keywords: Curriculum; English Language Education; Artistic Image Approach; Seventh Grade; Research Synthesis; Validation
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EXTENDED SUMMARY

Introduction

English language education in contemporary school systems is increasingly expected to move beyond the transmission of
vocabulary, grammatical structures, and decontextualized linguistic knowledge toward the development of communicative
competence, creativity, critical thinking, cultural awareness, and the ability to use language meaningfully in authentic situations.
Changes in communication technologies, the expansion of intercultural interaction, and the evolving characteristics of
contemporary learners have challenged conventional teacher-centered approaches to foreign language education. Accordingly,
English curricula need to provide learners with active, meaningful, contextualized, and engaging experiences rather than relying
predominantly on memorization and repetitive exercises. Contemporary discussions of English language teaching highlight the
need to respond to twenty-first-century educational changes and to create more flexible learning opportunities that connect
language instruction with learners’ actual communicative needs (Janipour, 2024). In the Iranian educational context,
competency-oriented curriculum development has likewise been emphasized as a means of reducing the gap between formal
instruction and the practical use of English and of responding more appropriately to emerging educational needs (Dashtestani

& Foroutanian, 2025).
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One promising approach to such curriculum renewal is the integration of art into teaching and learning. Art-integrated learning
regards artistic experience not merely as an extracurricular or decorative component but as a means of organizing learning
experiences and facilitating the construction of meaning. Reviews of art-integrated education indicate that incorporating artistic
activities into instruction can promote active engagement, creativity, deeper understanding, and connections across disciplinary
domains (Zehra & Masih, 2025). Similarly, the development of creative classrooms through art-integrated learning can
provide opportunities for exploration, interpretation, experimentation, and learner-centered participation (Prajapati &
Pachauri, 2025). These features are particularly relevant to language education because successful language learning depends
strongly on meaningful interaction, multimodal representation, motivation, and opportunities for learners to express personal
meanings.

Visual arts, particularly artistic images, drawing, and painting, have considerable potential in English language instruction. Images
may operate as cognitive and communicative stimuli that help learners connect linguistic forms with meanings, situations,
emotions, and experiences. Painting-based activities have been shown to facilitate English vocabulary acquisition by establishing
meaningful relationships between visual representations and lexical concepts (Assadi & Obed, 2025). Drawing and sketching
can also support young learners’ speaking performance by providing an accessible point of departure for organizing ideas and
producing oral language (J ianggimahastu & Fahas, 2025). Moreover, multimodal visual methodologies can contribute to
audiovisual comprehension as well as verbal and nonverbal communication (Al-Jumaily & Alazzawi, 2025). Art-based
language pedagogy similarly provides opportunities for meaningful conversational practice and personal expression (Salim,
2025).

The value of art integration is not limited to linguistic outcomes. Artistic activities may enhance student motivation, engagement,
creativity, emotional expression, and perceptions of the learning environment. Creative arts have been associated with increased
student participation and more engaging learning experiences (Kakungulu Samuel, 2024), while arts education has also
been examined in relation to school engagement and climate (Bowen & Kisida, 2024). Arts-based instructional experiences
can strengthen students’ perceptions of their educational environment (Alizadeh, 2024), and the use of artistic activities in
English instruction may enhance learners’ motivation and interest (Majidi, 2024). Group-based learning activities can further
reinforce motivation for learning English by creating opportunities for interaction and cooperation (Ebadian, 2023). Arts
integration may additionally contribute to academic engagement and achievement (DuPre, 2025) and provide broader
developmental opportunities when music, drama, and visual arts are integrated into educational programs (Brovchak et al.,
2024; Velayutham, 2024).

Artistic-image-based language education can also support interdisciplinary and cultural learning. Art provides opportunities to
explore cultural meanings and diverse perspectives and may therefore contribute to cultural competence (Liu, 2022).
Curriculum models based on multicultural approaches to art similarly emphasize the educational importance of cultural diversity
and multiple perspectives (Sadr et al., 2022). In English language education, interdisciplinary themes such as environmental
issues, peace, and human rights can be integrated with linguistic objectives, enabling learners to use English in relation to
meaningful social and cultural topics (Sadeghi Karchaei, 2025). Evidence from integrated visual-art and language
instruction also indicates potential benefits for language performance and learner satisfaction in culturally diverse populations
(Zhang & Jia, 2022).

The effectiveness of such an approach, however, depends on systematic curriculum design. Images cannot simply be added to
textbooks as decorative elements. Research on English textbooks has highlighted the meaning-making function of visual materials
and the importance of relationships between visual and verbal content (N. Tanhayee Ahari et al., 2023; Nasrin
Tanhayee Ahari et al., 2023). Qualitative analysis of the visual features of the seventh-grade English textbook also indicates
the importance of considering the educational and communicative functions of textbook imagery (Rahiminejad et al.,
2023). Furthermore, aesthetic and artistic education can contribute to learners’ perceptua] sensitivity, imagination,
interpretation, and emotional experience (Sarvani Moghadam et al., 2023). Digital technologies extend these possibilities
by enabling the integration of images, video, multimedia, and interactive resources into English instruction (Sim & Ismail,
2023), while digital storytelling offers another means of combining language, narrative, visual expression, and technology
(Subhamol & Shobhana, 2025).

A coherent model must consequently address not only content but also objectives, learning activities, teacher roles, resources,
grouping, time, learning environment, and assessment. Teachers are particularly important because they interpret curriculum
intentions and translate them into classroom experiences (Walsh, 2023). Systematic program frameworks also emphasize
coherence among the different components of educational design and evaluation (Mousapour, 2022; Mukhter et al.,

2022). Fidelity to an integrated educational framework is similarly important if arts integration is to become a systematic
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instructional orientation rather than a collection of disconnected activities (Wheeler, 2022). Moreover, contemporary
curricula are expected to facilitate the acquisition of life skills that students can use beyond school settings (Pourgolou, 2024).
Therefore, the present study aimed to synthesize the available evidence and design and validate an English language curriculum
model based on the artistic image approach for seventh-grade students in lower secondary education.

Methods and Materials

The study employed an applied, descriptive-analytical design with an integrated qualitative—quantitative approach. In the
qualitative phase, documentary content analysis and research synthesis were used to develop the proposed curriculum model.
Relevant articles, books, dissertations, and other scientific documents concerning English language curriculum, arts integration,
artistic images, and related curriculum components were systematically identified through scientific databases and repositories.
A total of 135 studies were initially identified according to the inclusion criteria. Following application of the exclusion criteria
and assessment of relevance, 55 studies were retained for the final synthesis and qualitative analysis.

The qualitative analysis followed a synthesis process based on the interactive stages proposed by Hord and Roberts and was
conducted through open and axial coding. The curriculum elements provided the organizing framework for categorizing the
extracted concepts. Relevant concepts were initially identified through open coding, after which conceptually similar codes were
grouped into broader categories corresponding to the curriculum elements. To examine coding reliability, two evaluators
independently participated in recoding the material. Inter-rater agreement was calculated using Cohen’s kappa-based procedure,
and an agreement level of 83% was obtained.

In the quantitative phase, the conceptual framework derived from the qualitative synthesis was transformed into a proposed
curriculum model and presented to 10 specialists in curriculum planning. The experts evaluated the components of the model
through a questionnaire containing items relating to each curriculum element and the schematic representation of the model.
Responses were collected on a three-level scale of high, moderate, and low agreement, accompanied by open-ended questions
that allowed experts to provide additional comments and recommendations. Content validity was examined using the Content
Validity Ratio (CVR). The experts’ feedback was subsequently used to evaluate and finalize the proposed model.

Findings

The research synthesis resulted in a curriculum model comprising interrelated elements of rationale, objectives, content,
teaching and learning strategies, teacher role, materials and resources, grouping, time, learning environment, and assessment.
The rationale for adopting an artistic-image-based English curriculum consisted of facilitating learning, practicing life skills,
developing creativity and critical thinking, enabling the application of learning to real-life situations, deepening learning, and
making the learning process more attractive. The major objectives identified for the model were the practical application of
learning, active and sustainable learning, expression of inner emotions, and development of aesthetic understanding.

The content component was characterized by interdisciplinarity, practical relevance, multimedia presentation, and spiral
organization. Learning activities emphasized performance-based assignments, involvement of multiple senses, attention to
different learning preferences, learner motivation, and active participation. Regarding the teacher’s role, the model emphasized
visually supported, practical, multimodal, blended, and interactive instruction. Educational materials and resources included
visual elements, technological resources, and artistic tools. Both individual and collaborative grouping formats were identified
as appropriate. The model also emphasized the allocation of sufficient instructional time and the provision of a dynamic and
supportive learning environment. Assessment was conceptualized as multidimensional and included summative, formative,
informal, and comprehensive assessment procedures.

The quantitative validation results showed that all components exceeded the minimum acceptable CVR threshold of 0.56 for a
panel of 10 experts. The CVR was 0.76 for rationale, 0.78 for objectives, 0.73 for content, 0.81 for teaching and learning
strategies, 0.74 for the teacher’s role, 0.70 for materials and resources, 0.72 for grouping, 0.78 for learning environment, 0.74
for time, and 0.81 for assessment methods. The overall mean CVR for the proposed model was 0.74. Thus, all components of
the model were retained, and the content validity of the overall curriculum model was confirmed.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that an artistic-image-based English curriculum requires an integrated structure in which visual and
artistic experiences are systematically connected to the major curriculum components. The resulting model does not
conceptualize artistic images as supplementary illustrations; rather, they function as instructional and meaning-making resources
that support linguistic learning, communication, creativity, aesthetic experience, and engagement. The identification of
facilitating 1earning, deepening understanding, deve]oping creativity and critical thinking, practicing life skills, and increasing
the attractiveness of learning as central elements of the rationale indicates that the proposed approach extends beyond
conventional language instruction.

The emphasis on active and sustainable learning, real-life application, emotional expression, and aesthetic understanding also
suggests that the proposed curriculum is learner-centered and experience-oriented. Artistic images can provide a meaningful
context in which learners observe, interpret, describe, compare, narrate, discuss, and produce language. Such processes
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transform language learning from passive reception into active meaning construction. The identified emphasis on
interdisciplinary and practical content further strengthens this orientation by connecting English instruction with learners’
broader educational and everyday experiences.

Another significant aspect of the model is its emphasis on multimodal and performance-based learning. The simultaneous use of
visual, linguistic, artistic, and technological resources can create multiple pathways through which students engage with learning
materials. Performance tasks, sensory involvement, collaborative activities, and multimodal instruction may enable learners to
demonstrate understanding through different forms of participation rather than through written linguistic performance alone.
This feature is particularly relevant in seventh grade, where students may differ substantially in previous exposure to English,
confidence, learning preferences, and willingness to communicate.

The model also assigns a central role to the teacher. Effective implementation requires teachers who can select appropriate
artistic images, align them with linguistic objectives, design meaningful tasks, stimulate discussion, manage individual and
collaborative learning, and integrate traditional and digital resources. Consequently, implementation of the model depends not
only on curriculum materials but also on teacher preparation and the availability of supportive classroom conditions.

The inclusion of diverse assessment methods is another important strength of the model. Because artistic-image-based learning
encompasses linguistic performance, participation, creativity, interaction, and practical application, relying exclusively on
conventional written examinations would provide an incomplete representation of students’ learning. Combining formative,
summative, informal, and comprehensive assessment therefore provides a more appropriate basis for monitoring both learning
processes and outcomes.

The expert-validation results further supported the conceptual adequacy of the model. All curriculum elements exceeded the
required content-validity threshold, and the overall CVR of 0.74 indicated acceptable expert agreement concerning the
relevance of the proposed framework. Teaching and learning strategies and assessment methods received the highest CVR values,
both at 0.81, suggesting particularly strong expert agreement regarding the importance and suitability of these two components.
Overall, the findings indicate that the proposed artistic-image-based English curriculum constitutes a coherent and content-valid
framework for seventh-grade English education. By integrating linguistic objectives with visual arts, multimodal learning, active
participation, real-life application, technological resources, and multidimensional assessment, the model has the potential to
support a more engaging, meaningful, and comprehensive approach to English language teaching in lower secondary education.
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